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Amendments to Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A comput e r impl e ment e d m e thod for facilitating use of a 
transaction account, said m ethod comprisin g st e ps of : 

establishing, using a programm e d computer syst e m, a first transaction account and a second 
transaction account, wh e r e in said first and s e cond transaction account ar e associated with first and 
second transaction account id e ntifiers, r e spectively; 

associating, using said programm e d computer syst e m, said first and se cond transaction 
account id e ntifi e rs with a common account id e ntifi e r; 

receiving, using a programm e d computer system b y a computer for facilitating use of a 
transaction account , said acommon account identifier, wherein a common transaction account is 
associated with said common account identifier, wherein said common transaction account is 
associated with a first transaction account and a second transaction account, wherein said first 
transaction account is associated with a first account identifier and a first authorizer. and wherein 
said second transaction account is associated with a second account identifier and a second 
authorizer; 

recognizin g, by said computer, said common account identifier as being associated with 
more than one account; 

determining, by said computer, based on selection criteria, one of said first transaction 
account and said second transaction account [[s]] to access for processing a transaction, resulting in 

biometric input id e ntifiers resp e ctively corr e sponding to said first and s e cond transaction accounts, 
and a plurality of p e rsonal id e ntification numbers resp e ctiv e ly corresponding to said first and 
second transaction accounts , wherein said selection criteria further include said first transaction 
account being selected by d e fault if in response to a transaction amount [[is]] being w ithin a first 
range of amounts, and said second transaction account being selected by d e fault if in response to 
said transaction amount [[is]] being within a second range of amounts, said first range of amounts 
and said second range of amounts being non-overlapping; 

accessin g, by said computer, said selected transaction account based on said determining 
step;[[ and]] 

communicating, by said computer, an authorization request to at least one of said first 
authorizer and said second authorizer in response to said computer determining said transaction is 
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processed by a respective at least one of said first transaction account and said second transaction 
account; and 

processin g, by said computer, the transaction via said selected transaction account. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising a step of sending^ 
by said computer, one bill to an account holder associated with said common account identifier, 
wherein saM bill reporting information relates to both of said first and second transaction accounts. 

3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , comprising a step of replacing , by said 
computer, said common account identifier with one of said first and second transaction account 
identifiers associated with said selected transaction account during at least one of said accessing and 
processing steps. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising-steps^f: 
receivin g, by said computer, a reconciliation file including said common account identifier; 
recognizin g, by said computer, said common account identifier as being associated with 

more than one account; 

determining, by said computer, based on said selection criteria, at least one of said first and 
second transaction accounts to access for processing said transaction, resulting in a selected 
transaction account; 

accessin g, by said computer, said selected transaction account system based on said 
determining step; and processing the reconciliation file via a system associated with said selected 
transaction account. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said common account 
id e ntifW is irianticnl to at l e ant, one of r.aid first and s e cond transaction account id e ntifi e rs wherein a 
merchant is only provided with said common account identifier. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , furth e r comprising a step of 
associating a common account id e ntifier with said first and second transaction accountsj urthgr 
comprising: 

receiving, by said computer, an authorization from at least one of said first authorizer and 
said second authorizes and 

authorizing, by said computer, said transaction amount to said common account . 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein said selection criteria is 
modifiable by a user of said first and second transaction accounts. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising a settlement 
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process comprising st e ps of : 

processing a request for payment to [[said ]]a_merchant when said merchant submits a 
settlement record associated with said common account identifier; 

recording transactions processed as settlement records in a settlement table; and 

paying said merchant. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer system for processing transactions, said system 
comprising a memory and at least one processor programmed to: 

a first transaction account associat e d with a first transaction account id e ntifier; 

establish a second transaction account associat e d with a second transaction account 
identifier, wher e in said first and s e cond transaction accounts ar e associated with a common account 
id e ntifier; and 

receive a common account identifier , wherein a common transaction account is associated 
with said common account identifier, wherein said common transaction account is associated with a 
first transaction account and a second transaction account, wherein said first transaction account is 
associated with a first account identifier and a first authorizer, and wherein said second transaction 
account is associated with a second account identifier and a second authorizer; 

determine, based on selection criteria, in substantially real time, one of said first and said 
second transaction accounts to access during a financial transaction, wh e r e in said s e lection crit e ria 
include at least on e of a plurality of biometric input identifi e rs r e spectively corresponding to said 
first and s e cond transaction accounts, and a plurality of personal identification numb e rs resp e ctively 
corr e sponding to said first and s e cond transaction accounts, wherein said selection criteria further 
include said first transaction account being selected by d e fault if in response to a transaction amount 
[[is]] being within a first range of amounts, and said second transaction account being selected by 
d e fault if in response to said transaction amount[[ is]] being within a second range of amounts, said 
first range of amounts and said second range of amounts being non-overlapping ; and 

communicate an authorization request to at least one of said first authorizer and said second 
authorizer in response to said computer determining said transaction is processed by a respective at 
least one of said first transaction account and said second transaction account. . 

10. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein said first and second 
transaction accounts each includes at least one of a credit account, debit account, loyalty account, 
phone card account, and a stored value account. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein said first and second 
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transaction accounts each includes at least one of a credit account, debit account, loyalty account, 
phone card account and a stored value account, and wherein one of said first and second transaction 
accounts is represented by a physical instrument having associated therewith indicia representing 
said common account identifier. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the common account identifier is the first 
transaction account identifier. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wh e rein the common account identifier 
is the first transaction account id e ntifier, and wherein said first transaction account includes a credit 
aeeeue t wherein a merchant is only provided with said common account identifier. 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wh e rein at least one of said first 
transaction account id e ntifi e r, said s e cond transaction account id e ntifier and said common account 
identifier is associated with a transaction card further configured to: 

receive an authorization from at least one of said first authorizer and said second authorizes 

and 

authorize said transaction amount to said common account . 

15. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein said first transaction account 
includes a credit account and said second transaction account includes a stored value account, and 
wherein one of said first and second transaction accounts is represented by a physical instrument 
having associated therewith indicia representing said common account identifier, and wherein at 
least one of said first transaction account identifier, said second transaction account identifier and 
said common account identifier is associated with a transaction card. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein said selection criteria include 
at least one of transaction specific input based criteria and default criteria. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein said selection criteria include 
at least one of transaction specific input based criteria and default criteria, and wherein said 
transaction specific input based criteria include at least one of prompts at an automated teller 
machine and prompts at a point of sale terminal. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein said selection criteria include 
at least one of transaction specific input based criteria and default criteria, and wherein said default 
criteria include at least one of owner selected rules and card provider rules. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein said selection criteria include 
at least one of transaction specific input based criteria and default criteria, and wherein said default 

AXP No. 200401337 (SJG) 5 

11121029 



Serial No.: 10/711,290 
Docket No.: 70655.5000 



criteria include at least one of minimum fund amount rules, maximum fund amount rules, type of 
transaction rules, and type of merchant rules. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein said selection criteria include 
at least one of transaction specific input based criteria and default criteria, and wherein said default 
criteria include always accessing the stored value card unless funds are not sufficient on said stored 
value card, whereupon the credit card account is accessed. 

2 1 . (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein a single billing statement is presented 
showing information about transactions on the credit card account and the stored value account. 

22. (Currently Amended) A comput e r impl e m e nt e d m e thod for facilitating managem e nt 



receiving, by a computer for facilitating management of a transaction accoun t , using a 
programm e d comput e r system , transaction request information from a cardholder via a remote 
terminal, wherein said request includes a common transaction account identifier , wherein a common 
account is associated with said common account identifier and said common account is associated 
with a plurality of card holder transaction accounts ; and 

processing, by said computer using the programm e d comput e r syst e m , said common 
transaction account identifier to determine, based on selection criteria, which of said cardholder 
transaction accounts are associated therewith, wherein only one of said card holder transaction 
accounts includes a credit card account, and wher e in said s e l e ction criteria includ e at least one of a 
plurality of biom e tric input id e ntifi e rs r e spectiv e ly corr e sponding to a first transaction account and a 
s e cond transaction account, and a plurality of p e rsonal id e ntification numb e rs r e sp e ctiv e ly 
corr e sponding to said first and s e cond transaction accounts, wherein said selection criteria further 
include a first transaction account of said card holder transaction accounts being selected by d e fault 
if in response to a transaction amount[[ is]] being within a first range of amounts, and a second 
transaction account of said card holder transaction accounts being selected by default if in response 
to said transaction amount[[ is]] being within a second range of amounts, said first range of amounts 
and said second range of amounts being non-overlapping. 

communicating, by said computer, an authorization request to at least one of a first 
authorizer associated with said first transaction account and a second authorizer associated with a 
second transaction account in response to said computer determining said transaction is processed 
by at least one of said first transaction account and said second transaction account; and 

authorizing, by said computer, said transaction request associating with said common 




-method comprising steps of : 
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account identifier at said remoter terminal. 

23 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein another of said card holder 
transaction accounts includes a stored value account. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein at least one of said 
cardholder transaction accounts is an external transaction account. 

25. (Currently Amended) The apparatus method of claim 22, wherein said remote 
terminal is a card reader. 
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